
Minutes 
Society of St. Vincent de Paul – St. Anthony Conference 

Saturday, May 8, 2021 
9:00am, Wilson Hall 

             
Meeting brought to order by Jan at 9:10am.  Jan brought cards for Father Jose - condolences in the 
wake of his father’s death - and Sr. Madonna, who is recovering from a serious bike accident.  
 
Opening prayer          Mike   
 
 - Prayers were offered for our intentions; for healing for Debbie, Carol, Sister Madonna, 
Connie’s son Jacob and Sylvia’s daughter Maryann.  Prayers were also said for Father Jose, the repose 
of his father’s soul, and for his family; Eileen E, the Society, our parish, our nation, and our fellow 
Vincentians not at the meeting were also prayed for.  
     
Spiritual Advisor          Mike 
  

- Vincentian Reflection: Sixth Sunday of Easter 
 - Faith sharing 
 - Serving in Hope.  Module 7 was begun and read up to “Our Manual defines conference life.”  
The power of the word “neighbor” was discussed and reflected upon.  We will discuss up through the 
top of page 12 at the May 18th meeting – all members are encouraged to read this prior to the meeting.  
 
Member input/discussion, good of the order       All  
 
 - Mike explained that the conference had been directed by the district council to update its 
bylaws to be consistent with the current National format.  He also explained that the current bylaws 
template offers the opportunity to include a conference mission statement.  He explained why he and 
the conference leadership thought a mission statement is important.  Mike read National’s mission 
statement, Sue read a mission statement that all but she had forgotten we had.  Maureen read the rough 
statement Mike had recently proposed.  All agreed it was good if perhaps wordy, but was decided Mike 
would provide all with written copies of National’s and Internationals statements, Mike’s draft 
proposal, and the conference’s current statement, and that the matter would be further discussed at our 
May 18 meeting.  Mike stressed our statement should reflect what we do, who we help, how we help 
them, and acknowledge National’s statement.   
 
 - Resources update         Maureen 
 
Maureen said she has nothing to add beyond that she provided to all in writing earlier in the week.  She 
reported the city will not be shutting anyone’s water off at least through the end of July.  The Salvation 
Army and SNAP both have money for water bills, but this assistance is only available from one or the 
other agency.  Maureen thinks Salvation Army offers better options in this area than SNAP as their 
staff are available more days and longer hours.  Utilities repayment options are available on the city’s 
website.  If none of these options provide necessary relief, the city is prepared to flex to meet needs.  
Maureen offered her assistance in this area, particularly as regards designing a budget necessary for a 
personalized repayment plan.  Sylvia said that, based on her own experience trying to contact SNAP, 
the agency is seemingly inaccessible as its phone system is an endless wormhole of holding and 
voicemail.    



 
Maureen said the status of city-managed rent assistance money is unknown.  She also reported that 
Avista arrearage funds have only been publicized by Avista itself and that those seeking the funds will 
be directed to SNAP, which is administering them.  The Avista community partners have not yet been 
identified; SNAP is utilizing them to lighten SNAP’s workload and they will serve their own clients, 
not necessarily the public.   
  
Meeting details          Mike 
 
 - Attendance. Jan, Connie, Maureen, Mike, Marge, Sue, Sylvia.   
 - Acceptance committee for minutes of this meeting: Maureen, Sylvia, Mike.   
  
Treasurer – Report           Patti 
 
 - Financials.  Patti was not present but reported through Connie that the current balance is 
$8,421.32 after one instance of assistance thus far in the month ($400 for city utilities).    
  
President – Report          Jan 
 
 - Collection assignments for this weekend.  Jan said we are not yet passing the Blue Buckets but 
that they should be left on the baptismal font.  Assignments for this weekend: 
 
 Saturday 4:30pm: Mike                   Sunday 8:00am Maureen                   11:00am Connie 
 
 - Reading The Rule.  Mike read from The Rule, Articles 1.2 - 1.6. 
 
 - Jan reported that Father Bryan had asked for more food cards.  After discussion, consideration 
of various concerns and recognition the conference needs to state a policy on this subject, it was 
decided that, for now, Jan would purchase Subway cards with the money in the donation can ($100). 

   
Upcoming meetings.  Jan decided, based on input from those present, that regular (Saturday) meetings 
would be in person in Wilson Hall while second meetings would be via Zoom.  All District Council 
meetings will be via Zoom; retreats, etc., are currently suspended. 
  
 - Second May conference meeting: Tuesday, May 18, 5:00pm on Zoom 
 - Regular June conference meeting: Saturday, June 12, 9:00am, Wilson Hall 
 
Closing Prayer          Mike and all 
 
Meeting adjourned by Jan at 11:00 
 


