
Minutes
Society of St. Vincent de Paul – St. Anthony Conference

Saturday, April 10, 2021 
9:00am via Zoom

Meeting brought to order by Jan at 9:10am. 

Opening prayer Mike, Maureen, Kathy 

- For our intentions.  Ongoing for Debbi, the Society, our church, nation, world, ourselves

Spiritual Advisor Mike for Debbi

- Vincentian Reflection: Second Sunday of Easter
- Faith sharing

Member input/discussion/good of the order All

- Council will not become part of (Avista) Community Partner Network  Maureen

-- (Complete details provided in attachments to this meeting: Maureen’s e-mails of 
March 3, 2021, subj “Avista COVID-19 Debt Relief” and “Avista Arrearage Forgiveness Grant.”)

-- SNAP will manage the $3.5m left over from Avista Arrearage Forgiveness Grant.  
People not receiving Avista assistance automatically can apply for that and we should refer them to it.  

-- We were invited, as were Catholic Charities and a variety of other local social service 
providers, to become Community Partners in SNAP’s effort to distribute COVID relief funds for 
Avista.  However, upon realizing that the task involved - gathering and processing applications and 
forwarding them to SNAP - was simply beyond us logistically, Grace decided to decline the invitation. 
The role would also have required us to gather demographic information on prospective assistance 
recipients that Grace and Maureen considered outside the Society’s ethos.  (Maureen is unsure if we 
will remain within SNAP’s circle of correspondents having so declined - that is to be determined.) 

 
-- The SNAP process should have begun last week, but Maureen says there is still 

nothing on the SNAP website or Facebook.  No further information is available at this point.
- Bottom line for us: Refer people to SNAP for the assistance to be provided under the 

relevant programs.  
-- A discussion of shortcomings in these programs vis a vis the most disadvantaged 

members the community (i.e., the preferences accruing to those who have access to the internet and 
disadvantages faced by those who don’t) were discussed.

- SNAP rental assistance update Maureen

-- Rental assistance for city residents offered initially in the second round of COVID 
assistance disappeared quickly.  No further update beyond the foregoing.

- City assistance for rent update Maureen

-- There have been no updates from SNAP or the City in this aspect and Maureen had 
nothing further to add.

- Hold off on assistance given the wealth of community resources? All

-- It was decided to address each case on the basis of its details, referring to appropriate 
community resources first, but helping where indicated.  All acknowledged that the nearly unique 
resource we offer is significant rent assistance, and we should act with that reality as a guide.  



- Sylvia’s case.  

-- The primary issue in the case was finding a place, not funding.  The neighbor finally 
found a place through a friend that was suitable.  She has adequate income, had help moving, so 
everything was taken care of.

-- Connie brought up an unusual dimension of the case.  Father had mentioned it from 
the pulpit, and an anonymous member of the parish donated $1,000 in cash toward it.  Father took the 
money to deliver it to the mother via Trinity’s principal.  As no mention of the Society was made in 
connection with the donation, all agreed this was not a Society matter.

- Maureen added that assistance is available to homeless youth up to age 24 through A Way 
Home Washington. Posted on SNAP’s Facebook page, and ours, the contact info is 
jhenricksen@voaspokane.org.

- It was agreed that ‘neighbor’ would be the term we would use henceforth to refer to those 
we’re helping.  Mike reported this is the world that has been accepted by the district council.  

Meeting details Mike

- Attendance: Jan, Connie, Maureen, Patti, Kathy, Sylvia, Mike, Sue, Marge
- Acceptance committee for minutes of this meeting.  Maureen.  

Treasurer – Report Patti

- Financial update

-- Patti reported that March’s ending balance was $9,287.25.  Thus far in April, assistance has 
been provided to one neighbor for rent in the amount of $500 and that contribution to one SAC case 
(St. Francis Conference) in the amount of $105 has been made.  Account balance as of today is 
$8,682.25 today.  There is one outstanding SAC request (also St. Francis) in the amount of $200.

President – Report Jan

- Gift cards for Father.  Jan reported this matter still needs to be discussed.
- Maureen will attend the April 24 district council for the conference as Jan will be unavailable. 

Jan will ask Grace to get the Zoom invitation to Maureen.  
- Return to in-person meetings: Jan has reserved Wilson Hall for second Saturdays beginning in

May, so we will begin meeting in-person beginning in May.
- Collection assignments for this weekend: 

Saturday 4:30pm:  Mike; Sunday 8:00am: Patti; 11:00am: Connie

- Excerpt from The Rule Mike

-- Mike briefly described the Rule’s organization and read Vincent’s words that lead off 
the Rule.   

Assignments:

- From this meeting: 

-- Mike to get bylaws to Grace immediately after this meeting
-- Jan to request Maureen be included in the Zoom district council meeting invitation

- Outstanding from previous: None



Socializing All

Upcoming meetings.  All District Council meetings will be via Zoom for the foreseeable future; 
retreats, etc., are currently suspended.

- Second April meeting: April 20, 5:00pm via Zoom
- Regular May meeting: Saturday, May 8, 9:00am, in person at Wilson Hall

Closing Prayer Kathy

Meeting adjourned by Jan at 10:20am.


