
Minutes
Society of St. Vincent de Paul – St. Anthony Conference

Saturday, October 10, 2020 
9:00am Via Zoom

Opening prayer Mike for Debbi 

- Jan opened the meeting at 9:10am and Carol led the opening prayer.  
- Prayers for our intentions were offered.
- Aside: Several action items are listed in these minutes and are highlighted.

Spiritual Advisor Mike for Debbi

- Vincentian Reflection: 28th Sunday in Ordinary Time
- Faith sharing

Member input/discussion All

- At this point in the meeting, Jan experienced technical difficulties preventing her (and Connie 
with her) from hearing the rest of us.  As Maureen had already departed, Jan turned conduct of the 
meeting over to Mike.  Jan also said she will be unable to attend next Saturday’s district council 
meeting and asked Mike to contact Maureen to see if she could represent the conference at it.

- Sylvia again expressed concern that, due to the ongoing crisis, the parish may not be able to 
support us with its usual monthly contribution.  Mike suggested we express this concern to Father and 
offer the option of suspending the monthly support until the crisis is over.  All agreed this is a good 
idea and so Jan will be asked to address this with Father.  Mike stressed his belief we should continue 
the collection in the pews as he thinks it would be more difficult to restore post-crisis than would be the
parish’s contribution.

- The challenge of connecting or staying connected with clients who don’t respond to us was 
discussed.  Most seemed to agree that each situation needs to be addressed on its own merits but that 
seeking out unresponsive clients should for the most part be limited.  Mike will seek out one 
outstanding client to discuss her need for help with rent; he will tell her that the assistance will be 
contingent on her getting financial counseling from Maureen.  

- Tree of Sharing.  Kathy led a lengthy discussion on the subject.

-- Kathy checked out the White Elephant toys at St. Thomas More.  She said they are 
excellent and widely varied across type, age, etc.  She said Paul has asked us to take possession of the 
toys soon.  Kathy is going to explore storage options with the new school interim principal, Stacy.  

-- Due to the pandemic, Kathy wants to keep this year’s effort as simple as possible, and 
ways for doing that were discussed.  The plan that is emerging involves (1) us choosing the families; 
(2) limiting the number of families to six - four from Trinity and two from among our clients (two 
candidate families were discussed and approved by consensus); (3) presents in the form of the White 
Elephant toys and gift cards, which will be solicited from our fellow parishioners using the Tree of 
Sharing (which will be set up, as usual, on Thanksgiving weekend) and announcements in the bulletin 
(Maureen to coordinate with Kathy on the announcements); (4) families will pick up their presents at 
the school gym (as it allows greater social distancing than would Wilson Hall).  It was also decided that
going forward, the former practice of delivering toys to recipients will be discontinued in favor of the 
families picking them up, a practice seen as much more favorable for a number of reasons.

Meeting details Mike

- Attendance.  Jan, Connie, Maureen, Patti, Carol, Kathy, Mike, Sue, Marge, Sylvia, with 



aforementioned early departures

- Acceptance committee for minutes of this meeting.  Patti, Sylvia

Treasurer – Report Patti

Fiscal Year comparisons:

FY 2020 (Oct 2019 – Sept 2020) FY 2019 (October 2018 – Sept 2019)
Deposits - $21,237 Deposits - $23,690
Assistance - $8,729 Assistance - $14,249
# of Families – 39 # of Families – 57
SAC Assistance - $3,600 SAC Assistance - $6,018
# of SAC Families – 25 # of SAC Families – 39
# of St Anthony SACs – 3 # of St Anthony SACs – 10
Avista Cares Grant - $2,771 Avista Cares Gramt - $2,280
# of Avista Cares Grant families – 14 # of Avista Cares Grant Families – 8

Ending Balance - $6,529 Ending Balance - $1,079

Current (as of 10-10-2020) – One family helped with rent ($337). Available balance = $6,192

President – Report Jan

- Collection this weekend: 4:30pm - Carol; 8:00am - Jan; 11:00am - Connie

- Priorities for post-moratoria service.  Mike reported that National had requested councils and 
conferences be making preparation for the time when rent and other sorts of pandemic-related 
moratoria are discontinued.  The matter was discussed at length, and while no definite decisions were 
made, the following points were.  All are subject to the agreed-upon fact that the demands of individual
cases will have to be considered.

-- In general, our first priority should be help with rent.

-- The help we offer is going to have to actually keep people in their homes; in other 
words, it will be no good to give money to landlords who then evict our clients.  It was recognized that 
this may incline us to helping a lesser number of clients with complete or near-complete rental 
assistance.

-- Kathy stressed we be clear that our clients are our clients, not their landlords 
(however urgent their needs may be).

-- Mike reminded everyone of Catholic Charities’ Day One Family Fund and that it 
should be remembered as a potential resource.

-- Mike was asked to address the role of the SAC in regard to this issue at next 
Saturday’s district council meeting.   

- Disaster Services Corporation (DSC) contributions.  It was agreed that the conference would 
donate $300 to DSC to support hurricane and wild fire relief, this subject to Jan’s approval.  Patti will 
consult Bo for direction re: making the donation.

Upcoming meetings.  All conference meetings will be via Zoom for the foreseeable future.  All District
Council meetings will be via Zoom; retreats, etc., are currently suspended.

- Second October conference meeting: Tuesday, October 20, 5:00pm



- Regular November meeting: Saturday, November 14, 9:00am 

Closing Prayer Mike for Debbi

- Patti led the closing prayer and Mike adjourned the meeting at 10:58.


