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CORONAVIRUS
Worldwide, there are more than 13 million cases of COVID-19, of which nearly 3.3 million are in the United States – by far the most of any country.  

More than 572,000 have died globally, including nearly 136,000 in the U.S. Of those diagnosed with the novel coronavirus, more than 7.23 million have recovered.

WORLDWIDE CORONAVIRUS CASES TOP 13 MILLION

CASES DEATHS

Sources: Johns Hopkins University School of Medicine, AP, Washington Post
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U.S. 3,363,056 370,085 12% 132,679
Brazil 1,884,967 216,378 13% 72,833
India 878,254 158,589 22% 23,174
Russia 732,547 39,332 6% 11,422
Peru 330,123 20,845 7% 12,054
Chile 317,657 16,638 6% 7,024
Mexico 304,435 36,427 14% 35,491
Britain 291,691 3,817 1% 44,915
South Africa 287,796 71,941 33% 4,172
Iran 259,652 13,964 6% 13,032
Canada 109,984 1,961 2% 8,834

CHANGE FROM JULY 7
Monday: 13,070,590 Monday: 193,039

By Arielle Dreher
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Despite nationwide 
backlogs at labs processing 
COVID-19 tests, health of-
ficials are asking Spokane 
County residents to iso-
late themselves while they 
await their test results.

“I cannot implore you 
enough, if you have been 
tested, stay home, stay 
home, stay home,” Spokane 
County Health Officer Dr. 
Bob Lutz said. “Presume 
you are positive until prov-
en otherwise.”

People who are 
pre-symptomatic or asymp-
tomatic can spread the vi-
rus, and this kind of spread 
is a part of what’s driving 
the region’s rising infection 
rates, Lutz said.

The Spokane Regional 
Health District confirmed 
52 new cases on Monday, 
after more than 90 cases 
were reported on both Sat-
urday and Sunday. A man in 
his 80s died from the virus 
during the weekend. There 
are 25 county residents hos-
pitalized, and a total of 38 
COVID-19 patients in local 
Spokane hospitals.

The entire Inland North-
west is seeing increased 
community spread of the vi-
rus. The Panhandle Health 
District in Idaho reported 
97 new cases on Monday as 
case counts in its five-coun-
ty region have soared. 
There are eight residents of 
the Panhandle Health Dis-
trict receiving treatment at 
Kootenai Health, including 
four younger than 60.

Lutz said he hopes Wash-

ington state orders to wear 
masks in public and for 
businesses to require cus-
tomers to do so will help. 
The recent cases are pre-
dominantly people tested a 
week ago, meaning their in-
fections are probably two or 
three weeks old now. Case 
counts, in other words, are 
telling the story of the virus 
spreading in late June.

“Behaviors do change the 
trajectory of COVID-19,” 
Lutz said, pointing to places 
like Yakima County, which 
implemented mandatory 

masking in businesses earli-
er than the statewide order 
and is beginning to see the 
prevalence of the virus de-
crease. “What is difficult to 
affect is people’s behaviors 
in their backyards and out 
at the lake and in social set-
tings.”

So you’ve got 
COVID-19, now what?

Health officials released 
clarifying guidance on  
Monday.

Isolation and quarantine 
are key strategies, based on 

time, that health officials 
are asking residents to use 
in ensuring that they are not 
spreading the virus. A per-
son with COVID-19 should 
wait 10 days from when 
their symptoms began and 
have three consecutive 
days with no symptoms 
and no use of medication 
before returning to work. 
For a person with no symp-
toms or minimal symptoms 
who has tested positive 
for COVID-19, they need 
to wait 10 days from when 
they were tested before 

returning to work. If they 
develop symptoms in the 
meantime, they must wait 
10 days from when their 
symptoms began before re-
turning to work.

With contact tracing in 
place, close contacts of con-
firmed cases of COVID-19 
are being asked to quaran-
tine. The best time to get 
tested for the virus after a 
known exposure is four to 
seven days after you have 
been exposed. A person ex-
posed to COVID-19 with no 
symptoms needs to quar-

antine for 14 days, regard-
less of whether or not they 
test negative for the virus, 
in case they develop symp-
toms. If they develop symp-
toms, they follow the same 
isolation guidance as a per-
son who has a confirmed 
case of the virus.

The health district also 
issued guidance for house-
holds with multiple people 
on Monday, which says that 
if a child tests positive for 
COVID-19, one guardian 
should be the designated 
caretaker for the child and 
isolate with them.

When a person is in iso-
lation, they should not leave 
their house unless they 
need to seek medical care, 
and they should get their 
groceries delivered and oth-
er services brought to them 
instead of going out into the 
community.

Susan Sjoberg, program 
manager for disease pre-
vention at the health dis-
trict, said they have a care 
coordination unit that 
supports people to remain 
in isolation or quarantine 
through various resources. 
So far, the health district 
has supported 75 house-
holds with this service. 

Time-based strategies to 
return to work are made 
more difficult by the delay 
in test results from labo-
ratories experiencing long 
delays because of increased 
demand for tests as case 
counts surge in multiple 
states around the country.

Arielle Dreher can be 
reached at (509) 459-5467 or 
at arielled@spokesman.com
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Up to $500,000 in assistance will 
soon be available to Spokane tenants 
struggling through the COVID-19 
pandemic.

With funding from the federal 
department of Housing and Urban 
Development, the city has set aside 
money to help those who have ex-
perienced lost or reduced wages as 
the coronavirus wreaks havoc on the 
economy.

On Monday, the Spokane City 
Council tapped the nonprofit Spo-
kane Workforce Council to oversee 
the program. It was one of four appli-
cants to respond to a request for pro-
posals issued by the city last month.

The funding is expected to help 
more than 200 renters in the city 
of Spokane. The assistance will be 
available to low-income renters who 
are having trouble paying rent due to 
coronavirus.

To qualify, a renter must earn less 
than 60% of the area median income.

Rent payments will be made by 
the nonprofit directly to the tenants’ 
landlord. Either the tenant or the 
landlord can apply for the assistance, 
according to Paul Trautman, afford-
able Housing Programs Manager at 

the city of Spokane.
Spokane City Council President 

Breean Beggs called the assistance 
“much-needed” on Monday.

Gov. Jay Inslee’s order limiting 
evictions is set to expire on Aug. 31. It 
prohibits landlords from filing for an 
eviction due to a tenants’ inability or 
failure to pay rent.

The program expires when the 
funding runs out or Dec. 31, which-
ever comes first.

More than 12,000 Spokane County 
residents filed new unemployment 
claims at the height of the pandemic’s 
economic toll in March, compared to 
1,998 in the week ending July 4.

Trautman described the rental 
assistance as aiming to “fill the gap” 
that renters are experiencing.

“The hope is by providing the un-
paid portion or rent, we would pre-
vent the potential for homelessness 
due to eviction,” he said.

Councilwoman Kate Burke asked 
if the nonprofit would conduct out-
reach about the assistance in multi-
ple languages. Trautman said HUD 
requires translations of written ma-
terials be made available when nec-
essary, but also credited the work-
force council with having “so much 
experience dealing with diverse pop-
ulations.”

City sets aside $500K for rent assistance

Health officials: ‘Stay home’ while awaiting COVID test results
NEW CASES OF COVID-19 BY REPORT DATE, SPOKANE COUNTY
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protest, the department pro-
vides them with food – and 
other costs like equipment.

The city also expects to be 
billed for the services offered 
by other departments it called 
on for assistance in respond-
ing to the protests. The city 
has a shared services agree-
ment with the Spokane Coun-
ty Sheriff ’s Office, but not 
with cities like Kennewick, 
which traveled to Spokane to 
buttress the local police re-
sponse.

The Spokane County Sher-
iff ’s Office, meanwhile, es-
timated its costs related to 
the protests – including staff 
time, overtime pay, meals and 
equipment – to total $448,693.

The spending comes as the 
city and county are closely 
eyeing their budgets and ex-
pect revenue shortfalls due to 
the economic crisis caused by 
COVID-19.

The recent overtime spend-
ing by the Spokane Police 
Department certainly won’t 
send the city spiraling into 
a financial crisis. The police 
department budgets for over-
time every year, and in 2020 
expected to spend $2.76 mil-
lion on overtime paid to uni-
formed officers.

But so far this year, it’s 
spent $1.8 million on over-
time. If that pace continues, 
the department could exceed 
its overtime budget by close 
to $1 million.

“We don’t know what to ex-
pect. If Hoopfest is canceled, 
and Bloomsday, that takes out 
a chunk,” said Spokane Police 
Department spokeswoman 
Julie Humphreys.

Although the protest re-
sponse ate up a sizable portion 
of its annual overtime budget, 
the department has saved 
money elsewhere. Bloomsday 
and Hoopfest have both been 
rescheduled and will likely be 
smaller events if they happen 
at all, possibly requiring few-
er police officers to provide 
security at an overtime rate 
of pay.

In 2019, the department 
racked up $63,526 in over-
time for Bloomsday coverage 

and $92,574 for Hoopfest, al-
though both events provide 
partial reimbursement to the 
city for public safety costs.

Long a point of contention 
with the City Council, the 
Spokane Police Department 
routinely overspends on over-
time. In 2018, it budgeted $2.3 
million for overtime pay to its 
uniformed officers and ended 
the year at $3.5 million.

But this year’s spending 
comes as the city faces a bud-
get shortfall caused by a loss 
in tax revenue due to the 
coronavirus, and departments 
have been asked to prepare 
for potential cuts.

The first major demonstra-
tion on May 31 ended in chaos, 
as a break-in at the Nike store 
on Main Avenue derailed 
what had, to that point, been a 
day without conflict between 
protesters and police.

Spokane Police called in 
assistance from as far away 
as the Kennewick, but also 
leaned on nearby law enforce-
ment agencies like the Koote-
nai County Sheriff ’s Office. 
The National Guard was also 
called in to the city as Mayor 
Nadine Woodward ordered a 
curfew in response to the un-
rest.

The following week, Spo-
kane Police Chief Craig Meidl 
told The Spokesman-Re-
view he felt understaffed and 
would not make the same 
mistake again.

Although police were far 
less visible during protests 
the following two Sundays, 
they were well-staffed and on 
standby just outside down-
town. There were no reports 
of looting on either day.

Spokane Police received 
support from outside agen-
cies in Cheney, Airway 
Heights, Coeur d’Alene, East-
ern Washington University, 
Kennewick, Pullman, Liberty 
Lake and Richland; the Koo-
tenai County Sheriff ’s Office; 
Washington State Police; and 
the National Guard.

The Spokane County Sher-
iff assisted the Spokane Police 
Department’s response to the 
protests, including with a he-
licopter that flew overhead. 
The helicopter aided police 
on the ground by tracking the 
path of marchers, the Sher-

iff ’s office told The Spokes-
man-Review last month.

The Sheriff ’s office bought 
new equipment, including 
helmets and other riot gear, 
because it did not have enough 
for the number of deputies it 
assigned to the events.

“We just haven’t done 
crowd control stuff – that’s 
not really our thing very 
much, whereas the city does 
it all the time because of their 
major events,” said Cpl. Mark 
Gregory, a spokesperson for 
the Sheriff.

The Sheriff ’s office fol-
lowed the lead of the city, 
Gregory said, and paid par-
ticular attention to protecting 
county assets like the court-
house.

“We needed to be able to 
make sure it wasn’t damaged, 
so we worked collaborative-
ly with them and worked out 
an operations plan,” Gregory 
said.

The spending will likely 
push the Sheriff ’s office be-
yond its roughly $44 million 
2020 budget, according to 
Gregory, which was already 
under strain as resourc-
es were dedicated to the 
COVID-19 response.

Spokane City Council Pres-
ident Breean Beggs, an ad-
vocate for police reform, has 
questioned several aspects of 
the police response to the pro-
tests, particularly their use of 
tear gas and foam bullets on 
protesters in and around Riv-
erfront Park on May 31.

This week, he said he nev-
er received satisfactory an-
swers to those questions. But 
he stopped short of question-
ing the number of staff and 
resources dedicated to the 
event.

“I really have no idea 
whether the response was ap-
propriate,” Beggs said.

Councilwoman Lori Kin-
near, who chairs the Pub-
lic Safety and Community 
Health Committee, echoed 
that sentiment.

“They might have been 
overstaffed, that’s a call I can’t 
make,” Kinnear said. “But 
that’s a lot of money.”

Adam Shanks can be reached 
at (509) 459-5136 or adams@
spokesman.com
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said he was not convinced there 
would be full staffing and 24/7 cov-
erage even after the new precinct 
opens.

“I’m certainly open to revisiting 
the concept once that happens,” 
Cathcart said.

In her veto message earlier this 
month, Woodward claimed there 
was inadequate community input 
on the Mosquito ban, noting it was 
approved while much of the com-
munity’s attention was centered on 
the COVID-19 pandemic, a proposed 
contract with the Spokane Police 
Guild and recent Black Lives Matter 
protests.

“While well-intentioned, the ordi-
nance eliminates a necessary tool for 
valued employers throughout our 
downtown core,” Woodward wrote.

The ordinance has long been un-
der consideration and underwent 
several rewrites. It was introduced 

last year by Councilwoman Kate 
Burke, who expressed concern 
about the health impacts of the noise 
emitted by the devices and its impact 
on passersby, regardless of whether 
or not they are violating a law.

The law refers to the devices by a 
brand name, Mosquito, but applies to 
any device that emits a high-pitched 
noise onto a public right of way. It re-
quires a business to first be warned 
by a code enforcement or police offi-
cial before a citation is issued.

City Council President Breean 
Beggs argued Monday that the po-
lice precinct will be a “better tool” to 
alleviate the issues businesses have 
cited with people sleeping outside 
their doors.

The new downtown police pre-
cinct will replace the current facili-
ty in the intermodal center on First 
Avenue, on the eastern edge of the 
downtown core. With the move, sev-
eral new police officers will be added 
to the precinct, with a planned em-
phasis on foot patrols and communi-
ty policing efforts.
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